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little education. Nature had done everything for him.
Napoleon, who had seen the progress of his intellect,
often expressed his wonder at it. He was better than
all the generals of the French army on the battle-field
in manoeuvring 25,000 infantry. * . ." t

His Chief of Staff represents the elder element in the
column : this is General Victor, forty years old. Then
come : Divisional Commander Sachet, thirty-four years
old; Brigadier ClaparSde, thirty-two; and Brigadier
Reille, thirty-one.

Between 6 and 7, a man listening with care might
have heard a few musket shots in the far distance.

For light cavalry patrols were circulating ahead of
the column, searching in all directions, making recon-
naissances everywhere. Those patrols were provided
and supported by cavalry parties (one squadron, half a
squadron); these latter followed the side roads which
lead from the state road to Ausgereuth into the Saale
valley : the Eiba road, and the high road to Wittzens-
dorff, Wittmansgereuth, Beulwitz.

All this reconnoitring cavalry started very early.
It had already been sent a substantial distance ahead
on the preceding day.

While trying^to get out of the wood in order to see.
more clearly, it^aet and routed certain enemy patrols
on the road to Ara|gereuth; those patrols withdrew on
Garnsdorf.             j

The roads going right and left through the woods, and
the woods themselves, were clear; but a few enemy
squadrons had been seen above Saalfeld. A long
column had been seen northward, marching from
Schwarza on Saalfeld. *

The cavalry brigade made at a trot for the issue of the
wood, followed by the "61ite" battalion which hurried
forward. The rest of the column continued marching
carelessly and gaily.

The Marshal arrived at the issue of the woods.

A few mixed enemy outposts had been established
near the road and on the hills commanding Saalfeld.
They are reconnoitred, then attacked with infantry
(first action at about 9); they are driven back. The
advance guard arrives in front of Saalfeld; it is nearly
10 a.m.